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both sides, with the Republicans as well as with the
Nationalists, the Spanish Civil War would not have lasted
as long as it has. But the idealists amongst the supporters
of the Government have had no control over the sub-
human forces which they let loose when they opened the
prisons and armed 30,000 criminals.

In Malaga I met a girl who was waiting for the trial of
six men who had killed her father with an axe, and had
wounded her brother, and then finished him by soaking
his head in petrol and setting It alight. They had soaked
her clothes in petrol also, and wanted their pleasure of her,
otherwise there was a lighted match, . . . She was mad
with terror, and does not know to this day how she was
saved by Franco's cavalry.

There, before my eyes, were the men accused of having
done these things. They too seemed half-wits. Could
she have invented the story? It is a common story in this
civil war, and it was corroborated In this case by the ser-
geant who had rescued her. I do not know the result of
that particular trial, but when I read that 16,000 priests
have been murdered by the Popular Front in Spain and
some 300,000 other innocent people, the majority shot
without trial, and some fiendishly mutilated and tortured,
the aspect of those prisoners in Malaga and Antequera
comes to my mind.

The things that have been done in Spain are unbeliev-
able here in quiet England. But even in England we
sometimes read of a brutal murder or of some horror per-
petrated against a child. The culprit is quickly sentenced
and passes from sight and mind. But he has existed. He
exists. Others like him will no doubt be born. If we
freed all our prisoners and withdrew all our police, what
would England be like in a month's time?

Have I said enough of this ruthless minority in Spain
which has brought the land to rain and committed so